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residents for 25 years
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Wayne Fluke, left, and Ben Amos work together at the Literacy Council of Fort Bend County.Wayne Fluke, left,
and Ben Amos work together at the Literacy Council of Fort Bend County.
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Ben Amos never thought he would have to live without
reading a menu or perusing a newspaper. That is until he

More Information found himself without this seemingly basic skill.

If you go

What: Bike the Bend for Literacy "l had a stroke a little over a year ago and some of the
When: 8 a.m. Nov. 18 brain damage that occurred is that | cannot read,” Amos,
Where: The ride begins and ends at Foster High 58, said. "I can write and spell as well as | could before
School 4400 FM 723 in Richmond. Three routes and then not be able to read it back even to myself a few

are available: 20, 35 and 62 miles. minutes later.”

Register: www.active.com After recovering physically, he sought out a place that

Details: http://www.ftbendliteracy.org would heal him mentally. He came across the Literacy
Council of Fort Bend County that offers several adult
programs such as GED tests, U.S. citizen tests and

college preparation, English-as-a-second-language classes and basic computer skills classes.

www.chron.com/default/article/Literacy-Council-has-been-helping - F ort-Bend-4033502.php#photo-3730519

NEWS ALERTS = SIGN UP NOW!

D Register | Sign In

72°F Partly Cloudy | Houston Weather

@ Chron.com ) Local Directory

X SAVE |

MORE TECH

ﬁl"ﬂ' ELECTRONICS. gﬂggﬂNg&

Latest Videos

You

(7T

Mario Lopez Takes the
AncestryDNA Test With
Surprising Results

Craving Pizza? Try This 4-
Ingredient Wonder Dish

10 Family-Owned Houston
Restaurants We Love

15


http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CVlJKOJEoU6vjLcTCwQHoz4D4A57yiLEE7tDgnI0B2dkeEAEgoNHCHVCKjIWXBWDJlveM5KSsE8gBAuACAKgDAcgDnQSqBMoBT9Cl4OCFCrg0vN6BiAfZjFB9IeQrZ9mVQ6byoRx2nTeecAi6y69lNLAFTb_VO6LP84ue8I6dqKcsTnPcy-LREFvS1LsSUhzgHtldmPi7zOOH84PrqO82Nx1-cn90kBCJYM7BWJqcbpd-HmdXAKDVgYlDwWIm9Av1ogBU2uLyTPacIGazkCGWJHPguUix4dQ3WzV_9mvFRHgaq07vvEJTspOdNNIcd_Dcw-IoCZ5wsiLHV5eeD8v78S-K6NPgcjCSBjIcSmIWufD4QOAEAaAGAoAH3pThJQ&num=1&sig=AOD64_0u-PTaQoPuEe4iGDBELS7Dwp6JIQ&client=ca-pub-7746247298420883&adurl=http://gulfcoastcc.org/ccpi.php%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3Dbathrooms%26utm_term%3D
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CFm43OJEoU6WNKIrWwQGU5YDYBOv2yYUFAAAQASCDvO8cUOfF6ipgyZb3jOSkrBPIAQLgAgCoAwHIA50EqgSxAU_QR5HgZhBD3M4w2B4WDh9ryC8OFn_MCTPLi3rAU0dWZw5ismdHjBOUxlOb8iOsW_NRxD8dXDRNHadWO21bISfSPlP-89PEXNrsORr6Gf-Pve87ohYfoqrkCZxY_rK94hzfLtyOjvmsqyJjzNOfQ1BVRbMSMXwMMC_Z3TaegGp_YtThsIj_9mYd8K0E4vqig8Wz8pPQgmPuG-gTk-3cF4yH3tIc3ZMc6k0RDUyGD_GYYOAEAaAGFA&num=0&sig=AOD64_0ficQY1EUzA6gEGA6zf4vI6kDWXQ&client=ca-pub-2153941218187636&adurl=http://reg.chron.com/signup/
http://www.chron.com/default/article/Literacy-Council-has-been-helping-Fort-Bend-4033502.php#comments
mailto:?subject=Literacy%20Council%20has%20been%20helping%20Fort%20Bend%20County%20residents%20for%2025%20years&body=http://www.chron.com/default/article/Literacy-Council-has-been-helping-Fort-Bend-4033502.php
javascript:hst_print();
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chron.com%2Fdefault%2Farticle%2FLiteracy-Council-has-been-helping-Fort-Bend-4033502.php&text=Literacy%20Council%20has%20been%20helping%20Fort%20Bend%20County%20residents%20for%2025%20years%20-%20Houston%20Chronicle&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chron.com%2Ffortbend%2Fnews%2Farticle%2FLiteracy-Council-has-been-helping-Fort-Bend-4033502.php&via=HoustonChron
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chron.com%2Ffortbend%2Fnews%2Farticle%2FLiteracy-Council-has-been-helping-Fort-Bend-4033502.php
javascript: void(0);
http://www.chron.com/neighborhood/fortbend
http://www.chron.com/neighborhood/fortbend/news
http://www.active.com/
http://www.ftbendliteracy.org/
http://www.chron.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=neighborhood%2Ffortbend%2Fnews&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Ben+Amos%22
http://www.chron.com/?controllerName=search&action=search&channel=neighborhood%2Ffortbend%2Fnews&search=1&inlineLink=1&query=%22Literacy+Council%22
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CIP_uOJEoU6GNKIrWwQGU5YDYBPvKt6wFAAAQASCDvO8cUKfrx8H______wFgyZb3jOSkrBPIAQLgAgCoAwHIA50EqgSwAU_QyfsOLtRuUyqcGqvoa-iOMgx_wius0wI3uSf-TSN7maETP1B71Vc-s4ymlYSU8dSZFLiJkqjGfBMJ1eumz7nm0W0UJj6-w5UOYHqE4cMfe0wLx5fUM7FhJvzVvLsiJ_d25dP5YrDYSVnm_XgJDx_ta0Py9eYbLBTcf7TC7FnVkFjxji9wDJ-3ghRcNGwQF38N1OjplnEUek0iaafYGFQcXVXFqGxiJ38h98T5awuL4AQBoAYU&num=0&sig=AOD64_3QtYUfF8YumFBUfVlj9ZGaVISYCQ&client=ca-pub-2153941218187636&adurl=http://www.frys.com/ads/view-all-store-ads%3Futm_campaign%3Dhearstmedia%26utm_source%3Dros-houston%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26utm_content%3D300x60
http://www.chron.com/weather
http://findnsave.chron.com/?cmpid=nbl?ac=AFFHEARchronFSNAVFLS
https://myaccount.houstonchronicle.com/dssSubscribe.aspx?pid=308
http://findnsave.chron.com/
http://www.chron.com/Classifieds
http://www.chron.com/Obituaries
http://www.hearstmediahouston.com/
http://www.lavoztx.com/
http://reg.chron.com/signup/
http://reg.chron.com/login/
javascript:void(0);
http://www.chron.com/
http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/
http://www.chron.com/news/nation-world/
http://www.chron.com/sports/
http://www.chron.com/business/
http://www.chron.com/entertainment/
http://www.chron.com/life/
http://www.chron.com/jobs/
http://cars.chron.com/
http://www.chron.com/homes/
http://www.pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.chron.com%2Fneighborhood%2Ffortbend%2Fnews%2Farticle%2FLiteracy-Council-has-been-helping-Fort-Bend-4033502.php&media=http%3A%2F%2Fww2.hdnux.com%2Fphotos%2F16%2F16%2F61%2F3730517%2F3%2FrawImage.jpg&guid=ZJQiGr4UibZC-0&description=Literacy+Council+has+been+helping+Fort+Bend+County+residents+for+25+years
http://www.chron.com/default/article/Literacy-Council-has-been-helping-Fort-Bend-4033502.php#photo-3730517
http://www.chron.com/default/article/Literacy-Council-has-been-helping-Fort-Bend-4033502.php#photo-3730518
http://www.chron.com/default/article/Literacy-Council-has-been-helping-Fort-Bend-4033502.php#photo-3730519
http://www.chron.com/default/article/Literacy-Council-has-been-helping-Fort-Bend-4033502.php#next
http://www.chron.com/default/article/Literacy-Council-has-been-helping-Fort-Bend-4033502.php#next
http://www.chron.com/default/article/Literacy-Council-has-been-helping-Fort-Bend-4033502.php#previous
http://www.chron.com/default/article/Literacy-Council-has-been-helping-Fort-Bend-4033502.php#previous
http://www.chron.com/default/article/Literacy-Council-has-been-helping-Fort-Bend-4033502.php#next
http://www.chron.com/default/article/Literacy-Council-has-been-helping-Fort-Bend-4033502.php#previous
http://www.chron.com/default/article/Literacy-Council-has-been-helping-Fort-Bend-4033502.php#next

3/18/14

However, there were no classes for relearning how to read, but that didn't prevent the Literacy Council from
helping Amos in his recovery.

"| feel very privileged,” said Amos, a self-employed business owner; "they created a program for me."
The team at the Literacy Council asked Wayne Fluke, a longtime tutor and volunteer teacher, to help.

Amos' brain damage, which is classified as alexia or acquired dyslexia, made Fluke, who's never worked with a
student of this diagnosis, apprehensive at first.

But over the months, the two developed a close relationship, spurred by Fluke's dedication and persistence.

"(Wayne) has added such a personal touch to his sessions with Ben," said program director, Amelia Perez. "He
has definitely done that.”

This class customization isn't surprising given the 25 years of nonprofit work done by the LCFBC.

Throughout the 2% decades, the LCFBC has had about 2,900 volunteers and will educate its 25,000th adult this
year, said Executive Director Brenda Bowman.

Beginning around the founder's kitchen table in 1987, the organization first offered classes in a room at Wharton
County Junior College, said former Executive Director Lucia Street.

"But we needed to tutor,” Street said. "We snuck a tutoring (session) in now and then but we needed more space
to tutor.”

LCFBC then rented the Brooks Street location of the Sugar Land Police Department, expanding its facilities to
offer tutoring and a small computer lab. The organization now is housed at a 6,000-square-foot building in Sugar
Land at 12530 Emily Court.

With the larger facility, the Literacy Council was able to help more people. Street remembers the joy of one
student in particular.

"One day | was in my office in our center and | heard this noise," Street said. "Someone was running and came
rushing in my office and grabbed me and started dancing. She was saying 'l wrote my name, | wrote my name.""

Street believes that educating the adult population helps impact their children, inspiring educational success in
multiple generations throughout the community as a result.

"(We're helping) people to improve their own lives,” Street continued. "It's not a hand out, but a hand up.”
The LCFBC is facing a literacy problem in Fort Bend County due to the growth in population and diversity.

"It's wild to actually learn how many people can't read and write,” Amos said, "and who have gone their whole life
without it."

Bowman and the staff are all too aware of the problem.
She said 2009 statistics show that 24 percent of the county's population lacked basic literacy skills.
In addition, about 22 percent to 24 percent lacks a high school diploma, Bowman said.

The classes at the main campus are jam-packed. They are so full that the LCFBC has expanded, creating an
outreach program with classes held throughout Fort Bend County.

According to Bowman, the classes held closer to home allow more students to attend and more tutors to become
involved.

The fight for literacy has been aided by volunteers, Bowman said.

"We look for someone who is interested in giving a helping hand and giving back to the community,” said Brittany
Logan, event and communication coordinator. "We have different volunteer opportunities.”

Some positions include tutoring, teaching classes or helping at events. The next event is Bike the Bend on Nov. 18
at8am.

Bike the Bend began in 1999 and has been an annual event for the LCFBC. With a $40 entrance fee after Nov. 9,
riders choose a 20-, 35- or 63-mile course through the back streets of Richmond, beginning at Foster High
School.

The organization expects to raise about $35,000 to go to regular programming. Students benefit directly from
these events, Bowman said, through new supplies and through expansion of the outreach program.
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Amos, who has shown progress in his sessions with Fluke over the past months, sings this nonprofit's praises
and considers himself more aware from his experiences.
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News
Jury finds injured woman mostly to blame
for parade accident

"A very important thing for the community to recognize is that people out there are trying to better themselves,”
Amos said; "people who would basically fall through the woodwork in Fort Bend. (The LCFBC is) a ray of sunshine
for our community for both cultural understanding and for literacy.”
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